
 
WASHINGTON ASSOCIATION OF CONSERVATION DISTRICTS 

 

Resolution 2019-01 NACD Policy Issue Paper on Climate Change 

 

SPONSOR CD: Thurston Conservation District 

 

AREA: NW  SW  NC  SC  NE  SE 

 

RESOLUTION TYPE: 

 Policy 
 Position Statement 
 Recognition 
 Study 

 

RESOLUTION ACTION AGENCY 
 WACD 
 WSCC 
 OTHER STAGE AGENCY   _________________________ 
 NRCS 

 NACD 
 NON-STATE/FEDERAL PARTNER  _________________________ 

 

BACKGROUND/PROBLEM STATEMENT: 

Climate change demands immediate action to prevent catastrophic future effects. NACD currently has 

no distinct and effective policy on climate change. 

 

PROPOSED RESOLUTION LANGUAGE: 

WACD to call upon the NACD to develop an Issue Paper on Climate Change that outlines and 
aggressive and effective program to integrate carbon emissions reduction, carbon sequestration, and 
climate change adaptation into its programs and into its advocacy with the federal government. 

 

TYPE OF TEXT OF RESOLUTION 
 Technical (changes address grammar, punctuation, sentence flow and makes NO 

substantive change(s) to the existing policy. 
 Substantive change to existing policy. If in doubt, check the box. 
New policy. 

 

IS THERE A BUDGET IMPLICATION TO IMPLEMENT THE POLICY? 
 NO 

 YES (briefly explain): NACD funding needed to research and write the Issue Paper.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
WASHINGTON ASSOCIATION OF CONSERVATION DISTRICTS 

 

Resolution 2019-02 Grazing CRP as a Mid-Management Practice  

 

SPONSOR CD: Whitman CD 

 

AREA: NW  SW  NC  SC  NE   SE 

 

RESOLUTION TYPE: 
 Policy 
 Position Statement 
 Recognition 
 Study 

 

RESOLUTION ACTION AGENCY 
 WACD 
 WSCC 
 OTHER STAGE AGENCY    
 NRCS 
 NACD 
 NON-STATE/FEDERAL PARTNER   Farm Service Agency 

 

BACKGROUND/PROBLEM STATEMENT: 
Grazing CRP ground should not reduce your payment by a blanket 25%. The reduction in payment 
should reflect market rates for the ground being grazed.  

 

PROPOSED RESOLUTION LANGUAGE: 
To rejuvenate CRP stands and reduce fuel loads, proscribed grazing should be added as an eligible 
mid-contract maintenance practice with no penalty.  

 

TYPE OF TEXT OF RESOLUTION  
 Technical (changes address grammar, punctuation, sentence flow and makes NO 

substantive change(s) to the existing policy. 
 Substantive change to existing policy. If in doubt, check the box. 
 New policy. 

 

IS THERE A BUDGET IMPLICATION TO IMPLEMENT THE POLICY? 

 NO 
 YES (briefly explain):  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
WASHINGTON ASSOCIATION OF CONSERVATION DISTRICTS 

 

Resolution 2019-03 Loss of Crop Protection Products 

 

SPONSOR CD: Palouse CD 

 

AREA: NW  SW  NC  SC  NE   SE 

 

RESOLUTION TYPE: 

 Policy 
 Position Statement 
 Recognition 
 Study 

 

RESOLUTION ACTION AGENCY 

 WACD 
 WSCC 
 OTHER STAGE AGENCY   _________________________ 
 NRCS 
 NACD 
 NON-STATE/FEDERAL PARTNER  _Farm Bureau, Wheat Growers, Etc.  

 

BACKGROUND/PROBLEM STATEMENT: 
There is a push to outlaw some of our crop protection products, number one being Roundup and now 
Paraquat and others by litigation. Roundup was introduced to farmers about 1976 and was the final 
key to reduced tillage and no-till. It is used as an aid to tillage or to a lot of us an aid to no tillage. EPA 
has determined it to be safe when used according to label directions and over those 43 years soil 
health has improved, erosion is almost been eliminated, and other benefits. 

 

PROPOSED RESOLUTION LANGUAGE: 
1. No crop protection products can be removed from use until suitable products are available. 
2. Education must be promoted to teach the benefits of these products, and 
3. As a last resort remove these products from home and garden uses. 

 

TYPE OF TEXT OF RESOLUTION 
 Technical (changes address grammar, punctuation, sentence flow and makes NO 

substantive change(s) to the existing policy. 
 Substantive change to existing policy. If in doubt, check the box. 
 New policy. 

 

IS THERE A BUDGET IMPLICATION TO IMPLEMENT THE POLICY? 
 NO 
 YES (briefly explain): 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 
WASHINGTON ASSOCIATION OF CONSERVATION DISTRICTS 

 
 

 

 

 

Resolution 2019-04 Identifying on-farm renewable energy development/use & soil health 
practice adoption as high priority goals 

SPONSOR CD:  Whatcom and Spokane Conservation Districts 

AREA:  NW SW NC SC NE SE 

RESOLUTION TYPE: 
  Policy 
 Position Statement 
 Recognition 
 Study 

  

  OTHER STAGE AGENCY 
NRCS 
NACD 
NON-STATE/FEDERAL 
PARTNER 

RESOLUTION ACTION AGENCY 
 WACD  

 WSCC 

BACKGROUND/PROBLEM STATEMENT: To successfully conserve renewable natural resources as is 

our statutory directive under RCW 89.08.220, there must be good stewards of the land with a 

profitable business model that sustains them into the future. A multi-pronged solution is needed that 

will help farmers improve their bottom-line by reducing their costs, increase their productivity, or 

both. 

The on-farm development and use of renewable resources such as wind, solar, biogas, biofuels can 

help the farmer’s bottom line by reducing reliance upon costly fossil fuels. Productivity has been 

shown to improve as the level of organic matter (carbon-based) increases in the soil. There are also 

valuable environmental benefits to be gained from farmers producing and using renewable energy 

and building soil health. These could become valuable in a future environmental services 

marketplace so long as the practices remain voluntary. 

WACD does not presently have a clear position regarding on-farm energy development and use or for 

the sequestration of carbon through improved soil health. It must have one as it must be at the table 

advancing voluntary, incentive-based solutions including the provision of technical and financial 

support for the development and use on-farm renewable energy source and improving soil health. 



 
WASHINGTON ASSOCIATION OF CONSERVATION DISTRICTS 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

TYPE OF TEXT OF RESOLUTION 

 Technical (changes address grammar, punctuation, sentence flow and makes NO 

substantive change(s) to the existing policy. 

 Substantive change to existing policy. If in doubt, check the box. 

 New policy. 

IS THERE A BUDGET IMPLICATION TO IMPLEMENT THE POLICY? 

 NO 

 YES (briefly explain): 

PROPOSED RESOLUTION LANGUAGE 

The Washington Association of Conservation Districts supports increased adoption of soil 

health systems as well as the development and use of renewable energy sources by farmers 

and other landowners within the State of Washington. The WACD Board, Executive 

Director and Lobbyist shall participate in discussions likely to lead to legislation or WSCC 

funding packages to ensure that conservation districts are integral to the delivery of 

technical and financial assistance, on a voluntary basis, implement soil health practices; and 

develop and use on-farm renewable energy sources. 



 
WASHINGTON ASSOCIATION OF CONSERVATION DISTRICTS 

 

Resolution 2019-06 Support legislation to authorize rangeland fire protection districts 

 

SPONSOR CD: Okanogan Conservation District 

 

AREA: NW  SW  NC  SC  NE  SE 

 

RESOLUTION TYPE: 

 Policy     Position Statement     Recognition    Study 

 

RESOLUTION ACTION AGENCY 
 WACD    WSCC    OTHER STAGE AGENCY   _________________________ 
 NRCS      NACD   NON-STATE/FEDERAL PARTNER  _________________________ 

 

BACKGROUND/PROBLEM STATEMENT: 

Many areas of Washington State are not in a fire district or protected by the Washington 
Department of Natural Resources.  These rural lands are typically remote, grasslands and 
pockets of agricultural lands that have very low populations and minimal services.  Local 
farmers and ranchers are often the only individuals that see some of these lands in any given 
year.  However, they know the landscapes, know the terrain, understand prevailing winds, 
and typically have seen wildfires spread across these unprotected lands. 
 
These individuals can be an integral part of a first responder force to stop wildland fires while 
they are still small which protects agricultural production, safeguards critical wildlife habitat, 
and reduces smoke pollution for area and regional population centers.  Given the right 
training and limited equipment, these individuals can be the difference between a fire that is 
stopped at a few acres and one that can easily grow into 10,000 or more acres in a matter of 
hours if pushed by the winds.   

 

PROPOSED RESOLUTION LANGUAGE: 
WACD shall support legislation that authorizes and supports the creation of rangeland fire protection 
districts in Washington State. 

 

TYPE OF TEXT OF RESOLUTION 
 Technical (changes address grammar, punctuation, sentence flow and makes NO 

substantive change(s) to the existing policy. 
 Substantive change to existing policy. If in doubt, check the box. 
New policy. 

 

IS THERE A BUDGET IMPLICATION TO IMPLEMENT THE POLICY? 
  NO 
 YES (briefly explain): 

 



 
WASHINGTON ASSOCIATION OF CONSERVATION DISTRICTS 

 

Resolution 2019-05 Support legislation to restrict out of basin water transfers 

 

SPONSOR CD: Okanogan Conservation District 
 

AREA: NW  SW  NC  SC  NE  SE 
 

RESOLUTION TYPE: 
 Policy    Position Statement    Recognition    Study 

 

RESOLUTION ACTION AGENCY 

 WACD     WSCC    OTHER STAGE AGENCY  _________________________ 
 NRCS       NACD    NON-STATE/FEDERAL PARTNER _______________________ 

 

BACKGROUND/PROBLEM STATEMENT: 

Water availability is a growing conservation issue for all of Washington State especially as 
communities work to provide adequate domestic water for a growing population and retain water for 
agriculture and industry.  Agricultural water right holders in many watersheds are being contacted 
and encouraged to sell their water rights to municipalities and private developers that will convert 
their water to other uses.   
 
The conversion of agricultural water rights to other uses poses a significant risk to the viability of 
agriculture, particularly in arid areas of Washington State.  There are growing concerns that if 
sufficient acres of irrigated agriculture are dried out due to these sales, agriculture in some 
communities will suffer secondary impacts due to loss of infrastructure necessary to grow, harvest, 
and process crops as businesses that support agriculture will not have sufficient business to remain 
viable.  When support industries suffer, agriculturalists will find it increasingly difficult to sustain their 
operations. 
 
Communities in tributaries of the Columbia River are particularly concerned with this situation as the 
growing population centers downstream demand more water for growth and recreation.   

 

PROPOSED RESOLUTION LANGUAGE: 

WACD shall support legislation that restricts, inhibits, or denies the transfer of water rights outside of 
the Water Resource Inventory Area (WRIA) in which they are originally located. 

 

TYPE OF TEXT OF RESOLUTION 
 Technical (changes address grammar, punctuation, sentence flow and makes NO 

substantive change(s) to the existing policy. 
 Substantive change to existing policy. If in doubt, check the box. 
New policy. 

 

IS THERE A BUDGET IMPLICATION TO IMPLEMENT THE POLICY? 
 NO 
 YES (briefly explain): 

 



 
WASHINGTON ASSOCIATION OF CONSERVATION DISTRICTS 

 
Resolution 2019-07 Community Forest Bill 

 

SPONSOR CD:  Central Klickitat CD 

 

AREA: NW  SW  NC  SC  NE  SE 

 

RESOLUTION TYPE: 
 Policy 
 Position Statement  
 Recognition 
 Study 

 

RESOLUTION ACTION AGENCY 
 WACD 
 WSCC 
  OTHER STAGE AGENCY   _________________________ 
 NRCS 
 NACD 
 NON-STATE/FEDERAL PARTNER  _________________________ 

 

BACKGROUND/PROBLEM STATEMENT: 
During the 2019 legislative session CKCD learned of Community Forest Bill to fund acquisitions of 
forest lands for local ownership and management in support of rural communities, natural resource 
conservation and habitat conservation. CKCD spoke with several legislators and drafted language to 
help ensure community forest projects would be managed with a working lands ethic, that CD’s 
would be eligible and that an open funding announcement process would provide broad opportunity 
to solicit projects with the most benefit and likelihood for success.  

 

PROPOSED RESOLUTION LANGUAGE: 
WACD supports the Community Forest bill to include conservation district eligibility and working lands 
philosophy, its passage, and implementation by the WA Legislature that will foster equity and 
inclusion in community forest funding opportunities. The resulting program shall be developed to 
foster local leadership and management in rural communities.  

 

TYPE OF TEXT OF RESOLUTION (check all boxes that apply): 
 Technical (changes address grammar, punctuation, sentence flow and makes NO 

substantive change(s) to the existing policy. 
 Substantive change to existing policy. If in doubt, check the box. 
 New policy. 

 

IS THERE A BUDGET IMPLICATION TO IMPLEMENT THE POLICY? 
 NO 
 YES (briefly explain): This could improve project funding availability to CD’s. 

 



 
WASHINGTON ASSOCIATION OF CONSERVATION DISTRICTS 

 

Resolution 2019-08 Improving Association & District Governance Processes 

 

SPONSOR CD: Whatcom, King, and Spokane CDs 
 

AREA: NW  SW  NC  SC  NE  SE 
 

RESOLUTION TYPE: 
 Policy 
 Position Statement 
 Recognition 
 Study 

 

RESOLUTION ACTION AGENCY 
 WACD 
 WSCC 
 OTHER STAGE AGENCY   _________________________ 
 NRCS 
 NACD 
 NON-STATE/FEDERAL PARTNER  _________________________ 

 

BACKGROUND/PROBLEM STATEMENT: 

A “system” of board governance is a requirement for an effective, well-functioning organization. 
However, WACD and many districts do not possess a full complement of policies that are necessary 
to comprise a coherent system. Both could benefit in terms of effectiveness, consistency and 
reputation by adopting an integrated set of governance policies and procedures. By selecting a 
system from among the various models of governance that would be appropriate for its structure 
and then actively working to implement it, WACD could exhibit great leadership. Many CDs would 
similarly like to improve their systems of governance. 

 

PROPOSED RESOLUTION LANGUAGE: 

The WACD Board shall immediately identify an effective model of governance and work to implement 
it completely and promptly. Further, WACD shall advocate to the WSCC that it support all districts 
interested in improving district governance and additionally provide continuing education to 
supervisors and managers in its implementation to attain and maintain a high level of competency 
and performance. 

 

TYPE OF TEXT OF RESOLUTION 
 Technical (changes address grammar, punctuation, sentence flow and makes NO 

substantive change(s) to the existing policy. 
 Substantive change to existing policy. If in doubt, check the box. 

New policy. 
 

IS THERE A BUDGET IMPLICATION TO IMPLEMENT THE POLICY? 
 NO 
 YES (briefly explain): WACD may have to expend funds to hire a consultant. 

 



 
WASHINGTON ASSOCIATION OF CONSERVATION DISTRICTS 

 

Resolution 2019-09 Conservation District Elections: Balloting for All 

 

SPONSOR CD: King Conservation District 
 

AREA: NW  SW  NC  SC  NE  SE 
 

RESOLUTION TYPE: 
 Policy 
 Position Statement 
 Recognition 
 Study 

 

RESOLUTION ACTION AGENCY 
 WACD 
 WSCC 
 OTHER STAGE AGENCY   _________________________ 
 NRCS 
 NACD 
 NON-STATE/FEDERAL PARTNER  _________________________ 

 

BACKGROUND/PROBLEM STATEMENT: 

Fair, open, and accessible elections are critical to accountable government. Area Districts and District 

elections have been the subject of scrutiny and criticism for a number of years, both locally and at the 

state legislative level. Ballot access and voter participation have been two of the most often 

expressed concerns. Just 0.34 percent of registered voters participated in the 2019 King Conservation 

District Board of Supervisors election. 
 

PROPOSED RESOLUTION LANGUAGE: 

The Washington Association of Conservation Districts is committed to working with the Washington 
State Legislature to reform Conservation District Board of Supervisor elections to provide the option 
to use regular ballots sent to all registered voters. 

 

TYPE OF TEXT OF RESOLUTION 
 Technical (changes address grammar, punctuation, sentence flow and makes NO 

substantive change(s) to the existing policy. 
 Substantive change to existing policy. If in doubt, check the box. 
New policy. 

 

IS THERE A BUDGET IMPLICATION TO IMPLEMENT THE POLICY? 
 NO 
 YES (briefly explain): A primary barrier, particularly for larger Districts, to fully utilizing 
regular ballots has been cost. In order to avoid an unfunded mandate, WACD is committed to 
working with the legislature to adequately fund solutions. 

 



 
WASHINGTON ASSOCIATION OF CONSERVATION DISTRICTS 

 

Resolution 2019-10 WACD Governance: Prioritization of Area Initiatives 

 

SPONSOR CD: King Conservation District 

 

AREA: NW  SW  NC  SC  NE  SE 

 

RESOLUTION TYPE: 
 Policy 
 Position Statement 
 Recognition 
 Study 

 

RESOLUTION ACTION AGENCY 
 WACD 
 WSCC 
 OTHER STAGE AGENCY   _________________________ 
 NRCS 
  NACD 
 NON-STATE/FEDERAL PARTNER  _________________________ 

 

BACKGROUND/PROBLEM STATEMENT  

Since WACD is made up of 45 districts with so many diverse interests there are times when a 

consensus for Association action or leadership on an issue cannot be found. Such lack of support does 

not necessarily mean opposition to the issue. Where an Area Association demonstrates the 

importance of a matter by a unanimous vote and its resolution makes clear that it feels compelled to 

pursue this course of action independent of WACD support. 

 

PROPOSED RESOLUTION LANGUAGE: 

WACD shall endeavor to prioritize and incorporate WACD Area regional priorities that are adopted by 
unanimous vote at the area-level, and when unable to prioritize, shall defer to that area’s regional 
actions adopted by unanimous vote at the area level. 

 

TYPE OF TEXT OF RESOLUTION 
 Technical (changes address grammar, punctuation, sentence flow and makes NO 

substantive change(s) to the existing policy. 
 Substantive change to existing policy. If in doubt, check the box. 

New policy. 

 

IS THERE A BUDGET IMPLICATION TO IMPLEMENT THE POLICY? 
 NO 
 YES (briefly explain):  

 

 



 
WASHINGTON ASSOCIATION OF CONSERVATION DISTRICTS 

 

Resolution 2019-11 Improve Hydraulic Permit Approval Statue 

 

SPONSOR CD: King, Mason, and Okanogan Conservation Districts 

 

AREA: NW  SW  NC  SC  NE  SE 

 

RESOLUTION TYPE: 
 Policy 
  Position Statement 
 Recognition 
 Study 

 

RESOLUTION ACTION AGENCY 
 WACD 
 WSCC 
 OTHER STAGE AGENCY   Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife  
 NRCS 
 NACD 
 NON-STATE/FEDERAL PARTNER  _________________________ 

 

BACKGROUND/PROBLEM STATEMENT: 

Washington State Department of Fish and Wildlife’s (WDFW) Hydraulic Project Approval (HPA) 

program, issues permits statewide for private, and public entities to ensure their projects do not harm 

aquatic habitat. Established in 1943, it’s one of the state’s oldest regulatory permits and one of its 

most underfunded. 

 

In 1988, RCW 77.55.181 was drafted to streamline the HPA permitting process for fish habitat 

enhancement projects. This RCW specifically addresses the permit review and approval process for 

fish habitat enhancement projects. Section (1)(c)(v) of the code refers to a process where 

conservation district sponsored projects can be reviewed and approved if they comply with, “design 

standards  established by the conservation commission” through “interagency agreement with the 

United States Fish and Wildlife Service and the Natural Resources Conservation Service”. Neither the 

design standards or interagency agreement have ever been completed. 

 

In 2018, a Washington AgForestry Class 40 Public Policy Group took up this issue. They worked 

collaboratively with WDFW, Washington State Conservation Commission (WSCC), and conservation 

districts to identify a solution. The solution that was ultimately developed was to ask the legislature to 

amend RCW 77.55.181 to make the rapid HPA permitting approval similar to other entities in the 

statute such as WDFW or Regional Fisheries Enhancement Group sponsored projects. 

 

 

 



 
WASHINGTON ASSOCIATION OF CONSERVATION DISTRICTS 

The AgForestry Public Policy group worked with Representatives Dent, Blake, Chandler, Kretz, 

Schmick, and Bergquist to get HB 1187 introduced in January 2019. Ultimately the bill passed the 

House unanimously but didn’t pass the Senate on the final day of the legislative session due to a lack 

of time.  

 

PROPOSED RESOLUTION LANGUAGE: 

Resolved, WACD shall work WDFW, WSCC, conservation districts, and legislators to support the 
passage of this bill as a top priority of the Association. 

 

TYPE OF TEXT OF RESOLUTION 
 Technical (changes address grammar, punctuation, sentence flow and makes NO 

substantive change(s) to the existing policy. 
 Substantive change to existing policy. If in doubt, check the box. 

New policy. 

 

IS THERE A BUDGET IMPLICATION TO IMPLEMENT THE POLICY? 
 NO 
 YES (briefly explain):  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
WASHINGTON ASSOCIATION OF CONSERVATION DISTRICTS 

 

Resolution 2019-12 Support CD funding for implementing Community Resiliency Programs 

 

SPONSOR CD: Okanogan and Skagit Conservation Districts 

 

AREA: NW  SW  NC  SC  NE  SE 

 

RESOLUTION TYPE: 
 Policy 
 Position Statement 
 Recognition 
 Study 

 

RESOLUTION ACTION AGENCY 
 WACD 
 WSCC 
 OTHER STAGE AGENCY  Department of Natural Resources, Governor, WA Leg  
 NRCS 
 NACD 
 NON-STATE/FEDERAL PARTNER  _________________________ 

 

BACKGROUND/PROBLEM STATEMENT: 

Washington State has experienced increasing impacts from wildfires in recent years.  As communities 

grow, population increases, and more people develop lands that are near or in wildfire prone areas, 

impacts to residents, businesses, and entire communities becomes more severe. 

 

The Washington Department of Natural Resources (DNR) published their “Washington State Wildland 

Fire Protection 10-Year Strategic Plan” this year.  The plan has four broad goals that call for action 

including, but not limited to, increasing preparedness and landscape resilience, improving community 

awareness, building upon post-fire recovery efforts, and ensuring fire response is appropriate and 

timely.  The plan acknowledges that to be effective DNR must engage partners, communities, and 

individuals to recognize needs and implement change.  Many of the goals are tasks that Districts are 

already working on or prepared to do so, if funding and other resources become available. 

 

Districts are uniquely situated to be a valuable resource for DNR and our communities throughout 

Washington State.  Unfortunately, Districts have not received adequate funding to put staff to work in 

their communities and partnering with others to implement on-the-ground changes. 

 

PROPOSED RESOLUTION LANGUAGE: 

WACD shall work with the Governor and the Washington State Legislature to support funding to 
conservation districts for implementing community resiliency programs, fire fuels reduction, forest 
health, and fire recovery work that is carried out in partnership with the Washington Department of 
Natural Resources and other partners. 



 
WASHINGTON ASSOCIATION OF CONSERVATION DISTRICTS 

 

TYPE OF TEXT OF RESOLUTION 
 Technical (changes address grammar, punctuation, sentence flow and makes NO 

substantive change(s) to the existing policy. 
 Substantive change to existing policy. If in doubt, check the box. 
New policy. 

 

IS THERE A BUDGET IMPLICATION TO IMPLEMENT THE POLICY? 
 NO 
 YES (briefly explain):  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
WASHINGTON ASSOCIATION OF CONSERVATION DISTRICTS 

 
Resolution 2019-13 Addressing State Policy on Water Quantity and Availability 

 

SPONSOR CD: Cowlitz Conservation District  

 

AREA: NW  SW  NC  SC  NE  SE 

 

RESOLUTION TYPE: 

 Policy 
 Position Statement 
 Recognition 
 Study 

 

RESOLUTION ACTION AGENCY 
 WACD 
 WSCC 
 OTHER STAGE AGENCY   _________________________ 
 NRCS 
 NACD 
 NON-STATE/FEDERAL PARTNER  _________________________ 

 

BACKGROUND/PROBLEM STATEMENT: Water is extremely important for Washington agriculture 

both on the eastside and the westside. In order to have farms of all sizes remain competitive; it is 

absolutely key to have water available for intensive agriculture especially as farms are sometimes 

being divided into smaller parcels. The Legislative fix in the 2018 session (RCW 19.27.097) to the Hirst 

Supreme Court decision still contains uncertainty as to D.O.E. outcomes in many W.R.I.A.’s including 

#26 / Cowlitz were not addressed at all. 

 

PROPOSED RESOLUTION LANGUAGE: WACD and WSCC to each designate a person to track the 
implementation of this R.C.W. and communicate to all 45 Washington State Conservation Districts the 
status in each W.R.I.A. to the Conservation District or multiple Conservation Districts in that 
watershed. This needs a coordinated approach to this statewide issue, which can be different by 
watershed. 

 

TYPE OF TEXT OF RESOLUTION 
 Technical (changes address grammar, punctuation, sentence flow and makes NO 

substantive change(s) to the existing policy. 
 Substantive change to existing policy. If in doubt, check the box. 

  New policy. 
 

IS THERE A BUDGET IMPLICATION TO IMPLEMENT THE POLICY? 
 NO 
 YES (briefly explain):  

 



 
WASHINGTON ASSOCIATION OF CONSERVATION DISTRICTS 

 

Resolution 2019-14 WSCC Criteria for Allegations Against Supervisors 

 

SPONSOR CD: Thurston Conservation District  

 

AREA: NW  SW  NC  SC  NE  SE 

 

RESOLUTION TYPE: 
 Policy 
 Position Statement 
 Recognition 
 Study 

 

RESOLUTION ACTION AGENCY (check any option that applies): 
 WACD  
 WSCC 
 OTHER STAGE AGENCY   _________________________ 
 NRCS 
 NACD 
 NON-STATE/FEDERAL PARTNER  _________________________ 

 

BACKGROUND/PROBLEM STATEMENT: 
WSCC needs a clear process and criteria for evaluating and responding to allegations against 
supervisors. 
 
The WSCC is charged with investigating and possibly removing supervisors of conservation districts.  
However, the WSCC does not have published rules or procedures for conducting such investigations.  
As a result, recent investigations have been confusing and have appeared ad hoc.  Because of this, the 
Thurston County Superior Court has ruled that the post-investigation hearing process used by WSCC 
in such investigations was not the proper process. The WSCC should provide published rules and 
procedures governing how such investigations and following hearings are conducted.  These 
published rules and procedures should provide for a clear and understandable process both in 
investigation and in any hearing following the investigation so that WSCC staff, supervisors under 
investigation, and the conservation districts served by such supervisors can have a clear 
understanding of the process and so that the process can be conducted as efficiently and cost 
effectively as possible. 

 

PROPOSED RESOLUTION LANGUAGE: 

WACD shall work with WSCC to draft a policy for consideration by the WSCC establishing criteria and 

process to timely address allegations brought to WSCC about supervisors, both spurious and non-

spurious, in order to address them quickly and equitably. 

 

 

 



 
WASHINGTON ASSOCIATION OF CONSERVATION DISTRICTS 

 

TYPE OF TEXT OF RESOLUTION (check all boxes that apply): 
 Technical (changes address grammar, punctuation, sentence flow and makes NO 

substantive change(s) to the existing policy. 
 Substantive change to existing policy. If in doubt, check the box. 
New policy. 

 

IS THERE A BUDGET IMPLICATION TO IMPLEMENT THE POLICY? 
 NO 
 YES (briefly explain): Likely budget implication for WACD and WSCC staff to develop draft 
WSCC policy. Budget implication not likely to implement policy once established. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
WASHINGTON ASSOCIATION OF CONSERVATION DISTRICTS 

 
 

Resolution 2019-15 Sustainable funding for State Conservation Commission 

 

SPONSOR CD: Thurston Conservation District 

 

AREA: NW  SW  NC  SC  NE  SE 

 

RESOLUTION TYPE: 
 Policy 
 Position Statement 
 Recognition 
 Study 

 

RESOLUTION ACTION AGENCY (check any option that applies): 
 WACD 
 WSCC 
 OTHER STAGE AGENCY   _________________________ 
 NRCS 
 NACD 
 NON-STATE/FEDERAL PARTNER  _________________________ 

 

BACKGROUND/PROBLEM STATEMENT: 
Every legislative session the WSCC struggles to obtain funding, despite being a long-standing agency 
with a mission that receives bipartisan support. The amount to support WSCC functions is “budget 
dust”.  In addition, needs for CD actions continue to mount, including Orca recovery and elections. 

 

PROPOSED RESOLUTION LANGUAGE: 
WACD shall work with WSCC and the Long-term Sustainable Funding Committee to conduct a study of 
sustainable funding options for the Conservation Commission to support CD services, such as revenue 
from a dedicated fee or direct authority for Rates and Charges.  

 

TYPE OF TEXT OF RESOLUTION (check all boxes that apply): 
 Technical (changes address grammar, punctuation, sentence flow and makes NO 

substantive change(s) to the existing policy. 
 Substantive change to existing policy. If in doubt, check the box. 
 New policy. 

 

IS THERE A BUDGET IMPLICATION TO IMPLEMENT THE POLICY? 
 NO 
 YES (briefly explain): Study will require staff time and resources 

 
 
 
 



 
WASHINGTON ASSOCIATION OF CONSERVATION DISTRICTS 

 
 

Resolution 2019-16 OPMA “Whistleblower” Protection 
 

SPONSOR CD: Thurston Conservation District  
 

AREA: NW  SW  NC  SC  NE  SE 
 

RESOLUTION TYPE: 

 Policy    Position Statement    Recognition    Study 
 

RESOLUTION ACTION AGENCY  
 WACD 
 WSCC 
 OTHER STAGE AGENCY   State Legislature 
 NRCS 
 NACD 
 NON-STATE/FEDERAL PARTNER  _________________________ 

 

BACKGROUND/PROBLEM STATEMENT: 
No protection for a supervisor to daylight an illegal executive session. 
 
Under the Open Public Meetings Act (Chapter 42.30 RCW)(OPMA), in section 110, Executive sessions, 
there are descriptions of what those sessions should cover. 
 
There is no process by which an official can address actions by others in an executive session that fall 
outside the allowed parameters.  If a board member feels executive session discussion is not what 
was cited in the agenda, they have limited recourses – make their displeasure known and/or leave the 
executive session. 

 

PROPOSED RESOLUTION LANGUAGE: 
WACD and WSCC shall work with legislature (and potential partners) to develop a process for 
supervisors (and others) who feel an executive session is illegitimate, based on the criteria under §110 
of the OPMA, to report this violation without violating OPMA rules for confidentiality. 

 

TYPE OF TEXT OF RESOLUTION  
 Technical (changes address grammar, punctuation, sentence flow and makes NO 

substantive change(s) to the existing policy. 
 Substantive change to existing policy. If in doubt, check the box. 

 New policy. 

 

IS THERE A BUDGET IMPLICATION TO IMPLEMENT THE POLICY? 
 NO 
 YES (briefly explain): Likely budget implication for WACD and WSCC staff to work with 
legislature to develop process. Budget implication not likely to implement the process once 
developed. 



 
WASHINGTON ASSOCIATION OF CONSERVATION DISTRICTS 

 
 

Resolution 2019-17 Change in voting rules for WACD business meetings 
 

SPONSOR CD: Lewis Conservation District 
 

AREA: NW   SW  NC  SC  NE  SE 
 

RESOLUTION TYPE: 

 Policy     Position Statement     Recognition     Study 
 

RESOLUTION ACTION AGENCY 

 WACD 
 WSCC 
 OTHER STAGE AGENCY   _________________________ 
 NRCS 
 NACD 
 NON-STATE/FEDERAL PARTNER  _________________________ 

 

BACKGROUND/PROBLEM STATEMENT: 
The recent history of WACD business meetings is that some Districts are able to send multiple supervisors, 
some only one, and some none. This is related to individual budgets and travel distances. The result is some 
Districts have more votes than others at that those meetings. The WACD is an organization of Districts, not 
an organization of supervisors.   
 

Proposed resolutions have not been made available to individual District Boards for their consideration at 
their November meetings so as to allow consideration by the entire Board in order for them to take a 
position before the annual WACD meeting. A Board could decide to support, oppose or recommend 
amendments. They could also then authorize the supervisors attending the meeting to vote according to 
the board position or their best judgement. 
 

PROPOSED RESOLUTION LANGUAGE:  At WACD business meetings, each District will have one vote.  Before 
the meeting each District will designate the supervisor that will cast the ballots. 
Resolutions approved at Area meetings will be forwarded by the WACD office to all Districts by November 1 
of each year. 
 

TYPE OF TEXT OF RESOLUTION (check all boxes that apply): 
 Technical (changes address grammar, punctuation, sentence flow and makes NO substantive 

change(s) to the existing policy. 
 Substantive change to existing policy. If in doubt, check the box. 
 New policy. 

 

IS THERE A BUDGET IMPLICATION TO IMPLEMENT THE POLICY? 
 NO 
 YES (briefly explain): 

 



 
WASHINGTON ASSOCIATION OF CONSERVATION DISTRICTS 

 
 

Resolution 2019-18 Multiple Billings for NRI Projects  

 

SPONSOR CD: Whitman Conservation District 

 

AREA: NW  SW  NC  SC  NE  SE 

 

RESOLUTION TYPE: 
 Policy 
 Position Statement 
 Recognition 
 Study 

 

RESOLUTION ACTION AGENCY 
 WACD 
 WSCC 
 OTHER STAGE AGENCY    
 NRCS 
 NACD 
 NON-STATE/FEDERAL PARTNER    

 

BACKGROUND/PROBLEM STATEMENT: 
Waiting until the end of the biennium to voucher for a $50,000 NRI project can be financially 
burdensome on the producer and the sponsoring District. Other granting agency allow/require mid-
project vouchering. Projects take time and foot the bill for all the project’s expenditures may not be 
possible.   

 

PROPOSED RESOLUTION LANGUAGE: 
NRI projects should be allowed to be vouchered at least twice in their lifetime in order to ease the 
financial burden on all parties involved.   

 

TYPE OF TEXT OF RESOLUTION 
 Technical (changes address grammar, punctuation, sentence flow and makes NO 

substantive change(s) to the existing policy. 
 Substantive change to existing policy. If in doubt, check the box. 
 New policy. 

 

IS THERE A BUDGET IMPLICATION TO IMPLEMENT THE POLICY? 

 NO 
 YES (briefly explain): 

 
 
 



 
WASHINGTON ASSOCIATION OF CONSERVATION DISTRICTS 

 
 

Resolution 2019-19 Local Work Group Emphasis in WA Conservation                

 

SPONSOR CD: Central Klickitat Conservation District  

 

AREA: NW  SW  NC  SC  NE  SE 

 

RESOLUTION TYPE: 
 Policy 
 Position Statement 
 Recognition 
 Study  

 

RESOLUTION ACTION AGENCY 
 WACD 
 WSCC 
 OTHER STAGE AGENCY   _________________________ 

 NRCS 
 NACD 
 NON-STATE/FEDERAL PARTNER  _________________________ 

 

BACKGROUND/PROBLEM STATEMENT: Since the inception of Conservation Districts nationwide, a 
founding mantra has been ‘locally led’ conservation.  When NRCS took more of a leadership role in 
federally funded conservation initiatives, the ‘locally led’ aspect was supported by reliance on local 
input to program priorities via the ‘Local Work Group (LWG)’ concept. Historically, LWG’s, usually led 
by Conservation Districts, have worked in Washington State to ensure NRCS programs fit the local 
needs and opportunities for participation and are rolled out in a fair manner.  Regressively, in the 
recent past USDA/NRCS from the national level is eroding the use and initiative of the LWGs and thus 
locally led conservation.  LWG/locally led seems to be less and less of a focus for USDA. 

 

PROPOSED RESOLUTION LANGUAGE: WACD and NACD shall work with state legislators, federal 
Congressional delegates, and USDA/NRCS to restore the local leadership of conservation program 
implementation in the state and champion the Washington LWG example nationally.  

 

TYPE OF TEXT OF RESOLUTION (check all boxes that apply): 
 Technical (changes address grammar, punctuation, sentence flow and makes NO 

substantive change(s) to the existing policy. 
 Substantive change to existing policy. If in doubt, check the box. 

 New policy. 

 
IS THERE A BUDGET IMPLICATION TO IMPLEMENT THE POLICY? 

 NO 
 YES (briefly explain): 



 
WASHINGTON ASSOCIATION OF CONSERVATION DISTRICTS 

 

Resolution 2019-20 Inclusion of local CD’s in WSCC Policy Development and Implementation       
 

SPONSOR CD: Central Klickitat Conservation District  
 

AREA: NW  SW  NC  NC NE  SE 

 

RESOLUTION TYPE: 

 Policy 
 Position Statement 
 Recognition 
 Study 

 

RESOLUTION ACTION AGENCY 
 WACD 
 WSCC 
 OTHER STAGE AGENCY   _________________________ 
 NRCS 
 NACD 
 NON-STATE/FEDERAL PARTNER  _________________________ 

 

BACKGROUND/PROBLEM STATEMENT: Conservation Districts (CD’s) in the State of Washington are the 
local nexus for building relationships with landowners and developing conservation programs with that 
meet local natural resources concerns.  CKCD and EKCD gained extensive experience over the last 5 
years working with local landowners to develop easement opportunity and implement conservation 
easements. CKCD and EKCD worked with SCC leadership and staff to carry forward concerns and advice 
from local landowners to inform development of SCC easement policy and guidance. 
 
The Washington State Conservation Commission (WSCC) routinely develops policy affecting the 
Conservation Districts’ ability to locally lead Conservation Easement related activities. Given the mantra 
of Conservation Districts and the WSCC to promote locally led natural resource conservation we 
encourage SCC to empower CD’s as much as possible. This includes following the policy on policies and 
allowing CD’s adequate time and opportunity to weigh in on SCC direction at meetings and by 
participation in special topic committees. 

 

PROPOSED RESOLUTION LANGUAGE:  
WACD will consult and work with WSCC to include Conservation District Supervisors and/or Conservation 
District staff in development of ALL WSCC policy activities linked to locally led Conservation activities.  
 
Whenever WSCC policies will affect CD operations, appoint Conservation District supervisors or their 
designee to chair the policy committee or task group.  If the committee or task group is of a permanent 
nature, WSCC will ensure that the chairmanship is shared in rotation amongst Conservation Districts. 
 
These recommendations are in addition to WACD staff/officer’s representation on such policy 
committees or task groups. 

 



 
WASHINGTON ASSOCIATION OF CONSERVATION DISTRICTS 

 

TYPE OF TEXT OF RESOLUTION (check all boxes that apply): 
 Technical (changes address grammar, punctuation, sentence flow and makes NO substantive 

change(s) to the existing policy. 
 Substantive change to existing policy. If in doubt, check the box. 
New policy. 

 
IS THERE A BUDGET IMPLICATION TO IMPLEMENT THE POLICY? 

 NO 
 YES (briefly explain):  There may be infrequent travel expenses to support non-salaried CD 
participation. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
WASHINGTON ASSOCIATION OF CONSERVATION DISTRICTS 

 

Resolution 2019-21 Partnership Technical Assistance               

 

SPONSOR CD: Central Klickitat Conservation District 

 

AREA: NW  SW  NC  SC  NE  SE 

 

RESOLUTION TYPE: 
 Policy 
 Position Statement 
 Recognition 
 Study  

 

RESOLUTION ACTION AGENCY 
 WACD 

 WSCC 
 OTHER STAGE AGENCY   _________________________ 
 NRCS 
 NACD 
 NON-STATE/FEDERAL PARTNER  _________________________ 

 

BACKGROUND/PROBLEM STATEMENT: Due to staffing limitations, technical services and program 

services to willing private landowners and managers is no longer being adequately provided. 

Landowners are cancelling conservation contracts out of frustration with the time frames for practice 

implementation due to inadequate staffing to deliver required services.  The result is conservation not 

getting put on the ground. 

 

PROPOSED RESOLUTION LANGUAGE: WACD and NACD continue to work with state legislators, 

federal Congressional delegates, and USDA/NRCS to provide a solution to restore conservation 

technical services at the local field office level. WACD and NACD will emphasize congressional contact 

via testimony at the NACD fly in event. 

 

TYPE OF TEXT OF RESOLUTION 
 Technical (changes address grammar, punctuation, sentence flow and makes NO 

substantive change(s) to the existing policy. 
 Substantive change to existing policy. If in doubt, check the box. 

 New policy. 

 

IS THERE A BUDGET IMPLICATION TO IMPLEMENT THE POLICY? 
  NO 
 YES (briefly explain): Additional cost associated with NRCS staffing vacant positions. 

 
 



 
WASHINGTON ASSOCIATION OF CONSERVATION DISTRICTS 

 

Resolution 2019-22 CD Eligibility for RCO Grants 

 

SPONSOR CD: Eastern Klickitat Conservation District  

 

AREA: NW  SW  NC  SC  NE  SE 

 

RESOLUTION TYPE: 
 Policy 
 Position Statement  
 Recognition 
 Study 

 

RESOLUTION ACTION AGENCY (check any option that applies): 
 WACD 

 WSCC 
 OTHER STAGE AGENCY   Recreation and Conservation Office  
 NRCS 
 NACD 
 NON-STATE/FEDERAL PARTNER  _________________________ 

 

BACKGROUND/PROBLEM STATEMENT: 
CD’s are ineligible for some categories of grants that other local governments are eligible for and 
grant match requirements are unattainable for CD’s due to the scale of some projects. This results in 
unrealized conservation opportunities and limited to no local input on some types of conservation 
projects including forestland conservation and farmland preservation.  

 

PROPOSED RESOLUTION LANGUAGE: 
WACD shall work with RCO and legislators to implement policy revisions to allow CDs to compete 
more fully in RCO grant categories. 

 

TYPE OF TEXT OF RESOLUTION (check all boxes that apply): 
 Technical (changes address grammar, punctuation, sentence flow and makes NO 

substantive change(s) to the existing policy. 

 Substantive change to existing policy. If in doubt, check the box. 
 New policy. 

 

IS THERE A BUDGET IMPLICATION TO IMPLEMENT THE POLICY? 
 NO 

 YES (briefly explain): This could improve project funding availability to CD’s. 

 
 
 
 



 
WASHINGTON ASSOCIATION OF CONSERVATION DISTRICTS 

 

Resolution 2019-23 Conservation District Status as Government Entities 

 

SPONSOR CD:  Eastern Klickitat Conservation District 

 

AREA: NW  SW  NC  SC  NE  SE 

 

RESOLUTION TYPE: 
 Policy 
 Position Statement 
 Recognition 
 Study 

 

RESOLUTION ACTION AGENCY (check any option that applies): 
 WACD 

 WSCC 
 OTHER STAGE AGENCY   _________________________ 
 NRCS 
 NACD 
 NON-STATE/FEDERAL PARTNER  _________________________ 

 

BACKGROUND/PROBLEM STATEMENT: 
CD’s are not clearly defined as government entities in several RCW’s and WAC’s that define taxing 
status.  

 

PROPOSED RESOLUTION LANGUAGE: 
WACD shall work to clarify in RCW and WAC that CDs are recognized as tax exempt local units of 
Washington state government. 

 

TYPE OF TEXT OF RESOLUTION (check all boxes that apply): 
 Technical (changes address grammar, punctuation, sentence flow and makes NO 

substantive change(s) to the existing policy. 
 Substantive change to existing policy. If in doubt, check the box. 
 New policy. 

 

IS THERE A BUDGET IMPLICATION TO IMPLEMENT THE POLICY? 
 No 

 YES (briefly explain): This would impact budgets of conservation districts with land 
holdings. 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 
WASHINGTON ASSOCIATION OF CONSERVATION DISTRICTS 

 

Resolution 2019-24 Community Project Funding 

 

SPONSOR CD: Underwood Conservation District 

 

AREA: NW  SW  NC  SC  NE  SE 

 

RESOLUTION TYPE: 
 Policy 
 Position Statement 
 Recognition 
 Study 

 

RESOLUTION ACTION AGENCY (check any option that applies): 
 WACD 
 WSCC 
 OTHER STAGE AGENCY   _________________________ 
 NRCS 
 NACD 
 NON-STATE/FEDERAL PARTNER  _________________________ 

 

BACKGROUND/PROBLEM STATEMENT: 
There are significant unmet natural resource needs and challenges at a community level in our District 
and around the state.  A critical limiting factor in addressing community-scale resource issues is the 
current cost-share model and CPDS system, in that it limits work to a single landowner.   

 

PROPOSED RESOLUTION LANGUAGE: 
WACD supports SCC Commission to help create a modified NRI or capital funding stream that allows 
Districts to act as the contractual recipient and spend funds for specific projects involving multiple 
landowners in a single area with a common purpose. 

 

TYPE OF TEXT OF RESOLUTION (check all boxes that apply): 
 Technical (changes address grammar, punctuation, sentence flow and makes NO 

substantive change(s) to the existing policy. 
 Substantive change to existing policy. If in doubt, check the box. 
 New policy. 

 

IS THERE A BUDGET IMPLICATION TO IMPLEMENT THE POLICY? 
 NO 

 YES (briefly explain): SCC would need to designate a funding stream, such as NRI or other 
capital funds, to fund community-scale projects.  

 
 
 
 



 
WASHINGTON ASSOCIATION OF CONSERVATION DISTRICTS 

 

Resolution 2019-25 WACD Dues Structure 
 

SPONSOR CD: Underwood Conservation District 
 

AREA: NW  SW  NC  SC  NE  SE 
 

RESOLUTION TYPE: 
 Policy 
 Position Statement 
 Recognition 
 Study 

 

RESOLUTION ACTION AGENCY 
 WACD 
 WSCC 
 OTHER STAGE AGENCY   _________________________ 
 NRCS 
 NACD 
 NON-STATE/FEDERAL PARTNER  _________________________ 

 

BACKGROUND/PROBLEM STATEMENT: 
While the services of WACD are equally available to all conservation districts, the extent to which 
those services benefit a district are related to the size and scope of the district’s operations and 
budget.  Payroll size is a simple and reasonably accurate proxy for size and scope of district operations 
and finances.  Washington State includes a wide range of CD capacities, and some CDs are able to 
easily pay dues while others struggle to pay each year.   Dues of a few thousand dollars have different 
proportional impacts to CD budgets; a small district will find the impact of “equal” dues much higher 
than a large district.  While issues and needs change from year to year, on balance and over time, 
high-population Districts with more representation in the legislature inherently demand and require 
more time and attention from WACD during the legislative budget process.  

 

PROPOSED RESOLUTION LANGUAGE: 
WACD shall amend their bylaws to pro-rate the dues according to the number of full-time equivalent 
(FTE) conservation district employees for each district, measured annually.   

 

TYPE OF TEXT OF RESOLUTION  
 Technical (changes address grammar, punctuation, sentence flow and makes NO 

substantive change(s) to the existing policy. 
 Substantive change to existing policy. If in doubt, check the box. 
 New policy. 

 

IS THERE A BUDGET IMPLICATION TO IMPLEMENT THE POLICY? 
 NO 
 YES (briefly explain): 

 



 
WASHINGTON ASSOCIATION OF CONSERVATION DISTRICTS 

 

Resolution 2019-26 RCW 89.08.405 3(a) Maximum Annual per Parcel Rate 

 

SPONSOR CD: Benton and Franklin Conservation Districts 

 

AREA: NW  SW  NC  SC  NE  SE 

 

RESOLUTION TYPE: 
 Policy 
 Position Statement 
 Recognition 
 Study 

 

RESOLUTION ACTION AGENCY 
 WACD 
 WSCC 
 OTHER STAGE AGENCY   _________________________ 
 NRCS 
 NACD 
 NON-STATE/FEDERAL PARTNER  _________________________ 

 

BACKGROUND/PROBLEM STATEMENT: 

RCW 89.08.405 sub 3(a) identifies 3 maximum annual per parcel rates based on a county’s 

population:   

 

“The maximum annual per parcel rate shall not exceed five dollars, except that for counties 

with a population of over four hundred eighty thousand persons, the maximum annual per 

parcel rate shall not exceed ten dollars, and for counties with a population of over one million 

five hundred thousand persons, the maximum annual per parcel rate shall not exceed fifteen 

dollars.” 

 

These population categories are arbitrary and lack any justification.  They simply target 

specific counties who supported the higher rates.  This limits the ability of smaller counties to 

raise their parcel rates when in fact smaller counties would have greater need for higher parcel 

rates because of the smaller number of parcels compared to larger counties.   
 

(Note: This would not be an automatic per parcel increase.  Each CD board would have to 

approve an increase as well as the County Commissioners from each County.) 

 

  



 
WASHINGTON ASSOCIATION OF CONSERVATION DISTRICTS 

 

PROPOSED RESOLUTION LANGUAGE: 

Change RCW 89.08.405 sub 3(a) in the following manner: 

 

RCW 89.08.405 

(3)(a) The system of rates and charges may include an annual per acre amount, an annual per 

parcel amount, or an annual per parcel amount plus an annual per acre amount. If included in 

the system of rates and charges, the maximum annual per acre rate or charge shall not exceed 

ten cents per acre. The maximum annual per parcel rate shall not exceed  five fifteen dollars, 

except that for counties with a population of over four hundred eighty thousand persons, the 

maximum annual per parcel rate shall not exceed ten dollars, and four counties with a 

population of over one million five hundred thousand personas, the maximum annual per 

parcel rate shall note exceed fifteen dollars.   
 

TYPE OF TEXT OF RESOLUTION 
 Technical (changes address grammar, punctuation, sentence flow and makes NO 

substantive change(s) to the existing policy. 
 Substantive change to existing policy. If in doubt, check the box. 
 New policy. 

 

IS THERE A BUDGET IMPLICATION TO IMPLEMENT THE POLICY? 
 NO 
 YES (briefly explain): 

 
 


